tised surgical disciplines' demands a whole chapter to cover the techniques of its high pressure salesmanship. It also makes 'an overwhelmingly popular practice blend these days ... with cataract surgery'. 'Promoting a practise is like prescribing a drug ... You've got to commit a total pro gram. Budgets can range anywhere from 5 per cent to 25 per cent of gross revenues'. 'Prioriitize [ sic] adversarial audiences ... employing specific communications strategies' .
And so it goes on. The distastefulness of the jargon only underscoring the exquisite odium of the authors' whole approach. Happily we know that most American eye-doctors share our own attitudes and must be as appalled at this aspect as we are. It is too easy to lean back in our self-satisfaction, saying 'it can't happen here'. Probably it can't, inspite of the ominous intrusions of some RK practitioners, because our ophthalmologists are a small enough com munity, and most of us know each other too well to forfeit the respect of our peers; and we soon become aware of the few rogues within our ambit who stretch the rules.
Self-administered ethical standards are on the wane,-hence the spate of city scandals, security leaks, Irangate and so on. Codes of good conduct, taught and enforced by fam ilies, schools, committees and professions, have become less watertight; and the copious lapses and leaks, highlighted by intrusive journalists, give encouragement to those whose love of lucre is beyond restraint, for laggard and clumsy legislation can barely fill the gaps. Hippocrates still reigns. ing to the ophthalmic manpower study quoted in this book there is now on average one OMA to every ophthalmologist in the USA. The role of such a person seems to be well defined and to quote the book is to 'facilitate and expedite matters for the physician'. He or she would be an undoubted asset to the already overburdened ophthalmologist in this country as the level of competence that it is necessary to qualify as such a person is large. This book is designed to meet the needs of the Ophthalmic Medical Assistant in training and is the first written with this in mind. Prior to this, assistants have gained experience by virtue of their apprenticeships with ophthal mologists and optometrists. The amount of knowledge that the OMA is expected to glean is reflected in the 482 pages of closely packed typescript. It includes much detailed anatomy and physiology which the average medical student in this country, and I suspect in the USA, would have trouble in bringing to mind. The cha p ter entitled 'Basic Anatomy and Physiology of the Optic Nerve and Pathway' includes a not so basic account of the striate and pre striate cortices. The chapters on ocular disease are also well dis cussed and informative, including an excellent chapter on ocular chemical burns which would not be out of place in a book designed for Fellowship candidates. There are also several chapters on practical procedures such as tonometry, biomicroscopy and retinoscopy which the beginner in ophthalmology in this country would be well advised to read. The chapter on ophthalmic surgery amused me where the 'right' and 'wrong' ways of being a surgical assistant were discussed. Problems of a procedure being performed under local anaesthesia are familiar to most of us, but I was disturbed to learn that an 'Oh my God' or an 'Oops' uttered by an unthinking voice can lead to a court of law, especially if the tele vised procedure is being watched by the patient's family in the adjoining waiting room. This chapter, as are many in this book, is let down by its quality of black and white photo graphs. In my copy, several photographs were underexposed and detail pertinent to the text was either not shown or impossible to see. As a contrast, the chapter on ophthalmic pho tography was excellent with useful hints to all who wield a camera near an eye. The book finishes with a small chapter concerning general medical knowledge containing mea gre descriptions of diabetic and hypertensive eye disease.
The problem of reviewing such a book as an ophthalmologist is that it is easy to forget the readership for which it is originally written.
As such it is easy to find several gaps in the The author has attempted to write a book which will assist the clinician with the diagnosis and management of eyelid tumours.
Having commenced with a brief discussion on differential diagnosis, the first section describes the clinical features and manage ment of eyelid tumours-both benign and malignant-before ending with a short account of biopsy and treatment techniques. The second section is concerned with the sur gical anatomy and reconstruction of the lids and canthi. In the preface the author advises that only the methods he finds satisfactory are described, and that other texts should be con sulted for pathological aspects of lid tumours and for details of non-surgical forms of treatment.
The book is well produced and contains a large number of colour photographs and drawings. I found the text difficult to read and did not consider all the illustrations helpful. One or two tables summarising the differen tial diagnosis and some useful diagnostic clues would have been welcome. I am not sure who would find this book useful. I do not think that many clinicians on this side of the Atlantic will use this text 'to render a clinical diagnosis while the patient is still in the office', as the author intends. Train ees would, I think, prefer a wider view of the subject if preparing for examinations, whereas those about to perform this kind of surgery for the first time might have appreci ated some mention of the possible compli cations and their avoidance. Perhaps more experienced surgeons might discover a pro cedure they were unaware of but I should think that many would not be too keen to spend over £50 on this possibility.
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